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OAU Calls For Peaceful Settlement of Bakassi 
Peninsula Dispute 


AB0702104496 Paris AFP in English 
1038 GMT 07 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Addis Ababa, Feb 7 (AFP) — 
The Organisation of African Unity (OAU] on Wednes- 
day called on Nigeria and Cameroon peacetully to re- 
solve their territorial dispute over the Bakass! peninsula, 
where weekend clashes claimed up to four lives. 


OAU Secretary-General Salim Ahmed Salim described 
the dispute as “an outstanding issue and he believes very 
strongly that every effort should be made to defuse the 
crisis in peaceful settlement,” an OAU statement said. 


“The escalation of the dispute will not be in the interest 
of Nigeria and Cameroon. In the post, he recalled, the 
OAU has been involved in the promotion of peaceful 
resolution of the dispute between the two covotnies. 


In this connection he has appealed to the two brotherly 
countries to refrain from any action which will lead to 
the escalation of the situation, and to resolve the dispute 
according to international law and the OAU charter,” the 
statement added. 


Nigeria and Cameroon moved Tuesday to restore peace 
to the mangrove swamps of the territory after clashes 
between their security forces reportedly claimed up to 
four lives. 


Military sources quoted by the Nigerian press said four 
people were killed, including two civilians, and 13 
injured in the firefight in the border area at the weekend. 


However, a Nigerian defence ministry spokesman on 
Tuesday told AFP that he had no details and refused to 
confirm the figures given by the newspapers, while an 
official statement in Yaounde put the death toll at two. 
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The Camerooman government said it was in contact 
with officials in the Nigerian tederal capital Abuja to 
prevent further fighting in the peninsula, which ts rich 
in fish stocks and believed also to he over substantial 
oil reserves. 


Two Nigerian soldiers were killed and two were 
wounded in a four- hour gunbattle, according to the 
press here, which added that two civilians also died 
and 11 were injured, while two Cameroonian police 
officers were taken prisoner. 


The brief statement trom Yaounde, however, said that 
one person was killed on each side in an “incident” 
at Idabato, one of the districts held by Nigerian troops 
since December 1993, but did not specify whether the 
dead were members of the security forces. 


The latest fighting led UN Secretary-General Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali to call on Monday on both countries to 
withdraw their troops from the Gulf of Guinea territory 
and seek a peacetul settlement. 


No independent observers have been able to visit the 
area since January 1994 when clashes broke out after 
both countries deployed troops in strength, each blaming 
the other for strring unrest and harassing local people 
living on the peninsula. 


Military experts state that the very presence of large 
numbers OF troops makes clashes likely, since Cameroo- 
nian and Nigerian units are sometimes posted only me- 
tres (yards) apart and the risk of sudden encounters be- 
tween the patrol boats of the two countries is high. 


The dispute ts currently before the International Court of 
Justice in The Hague. The military punta in Abuja would 
prefer mediation by a third country, but has nevertheless 
agreed to let the world court arbitrate on the claim. 
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Burundi 


Burundi: President Urges Unity, Outlines Need for 
‘Healthy Justice’ 


EA0502204796 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 5 Feb 96 


[Speech by Burundian President Nubantunganya on the 
fifth anniversary on the National Unity Charter on 4 
February; place not given — recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Now, as promised, | invite 
you to listen to the head of state Mr. Sylvestre Nuban- 
tunganya’s address to the nation on the occasion of the 
fifth anniversary of the national unity charter today, 5 
February 1996: 


[Begin Ntibantunganya i ecording] Dear compatriots, 4 
February is here, the day before the fifth anniversary 
of the national unity charter. [passage omitted] Dear 
compatriots everybody knows clearly that Burundian 
unity should be felt more concretely in our daily lives. 
It must be matched with concrete actions, not confined 
only to speeches and other symbolic acts. [passage 
omitted] 


Burundi is a geographically unified country. There ts no 
particular place in the country allotted to Hutus, Tutsis, 
or Twas. We must live in harmony, all the more so 
because we share the same culture, the same language 
and the same history. We are absolutely one single 
people, one single nation. [passage omitted] 


National unity must impose true social justice. This 
Suggests that citizens share equally the whole wealth 
of the country. [passage omitted] 


Dear compatriots, we have sadly noted in the light of 
recent events that the sacrosanct principle of Burundian 
unity has been held up to ndicule. Individual rights are 
no longer respected. The toll of those who have fallen 
in the current insane war imposed on our people would 
make any reasonable person shudder. About 100,000 
people have been wiped out by this crisis. [passage 
omitted] 


Today is an occasion for us to [words indistinct], 
otherwise the current chain of violence and blind 
revenge will lead to the tragic disappearance of the 
Burundian people. [passage omitted] 


The [national unity] charter advises us to look at the 
future instead of looking back on a not-so-glorious 
past. What is essential is that we turn toward a healthy 
justice for all, a healthy justice which will cement and 
guarantee Burundian unity. The crisis into which our 
country has been plunged for more than two years 
now has deeply affected our country. The judiciary is 
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obviously dealing with a large number of court cases, 
{words indistinct] what the country ts expenencing. 


Our strongest wish is lo see justice run its normal course, 
and those found guilty punished in accordance with the 
law. [passage omitted] 


It is this healthy yusuce which wall restore peace and 
unity in Burundi. This perspective brings a glimmer of 
hope. We can even say that Burundian unity will reassert 
itself and grow stronger. 


Dear compatriots, why this [words indistinct] of the Bu- 
rundian people sull remains possible? It is true that gen- 
uine social-political difficulues have come to undermine 
that unity. Certain enemies took advantage of this to say 
that unity of the Burundian people does not exist and 
is impossible to achieve under the present conditions. 
The international community does not always under- 
stand the motives of certain barbarous acts perpetrated 
by Burundians against other Burundians, Faced with all 
these questions, it 1s important to [words indistinct] 


Burundi, as a genuine country, does stll exist and 
will exist tomorrow. Legaily recognized insututions are 
functioning in spite of the [word indistinct] which the 
enemies of peace and democracy try to lay. Termtorial 
integrity is a reality. The law and the institutions of the 
Republic contribute to defend our country (?which 1s) 
sovereign and independent. 


Our current efforts, through peace awareness campaigns 
in all the provinces of the country, show that we are 
on the right track. There is hope for our people. There 
are signs that peace and security will return. This is a 
fact that we have noted in a large number of provinces 
that we visited. The government will no longer [words 
indistinct]. 


The struggle tor peace will be tomorrow a victory for 
the entire Burundian people. 


The year 1996, [words indistinct} said, might be a year 
of victory, peace and security. The people strongly 
aspire to this. [passage omitted] 


Our problems are not obviously only political ones 
There is a conflict of interests in Burundi, there 1s 
a Struggle for survival by some of our compatriots. 
Political and ethnic issues often cover other realities, 
notably economic ones. [passage omitted] 


Ending this address, | would like to remind all Burun- 
dians and the international community of the fact that 
Burundi ts and remains a unified country, that Burun- 
dian unity remains our overall goal. [passage omitted] 


Without ignoring our differences, nothing can prevent 
us from healing the wounds which make us suffer, and 
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we will then recover the unity of our people. This is 
the price we have to pay to persuade the international 
community that we are capable of solving our problems 
by ourselves. We have to count, before everything else, 
On our Own strength and on our own genius. Others’ 
support will only come as a supplement. [passage 
omitted] [end recording) 


Burundi: Mtamba Refugee Camp Closed; Refugees 
Home in Rwanda 


EA0502225196 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
1145 GMT 5 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mtamba Refugee Camp in 
Burundi has been closed following 4,600 Rwandan 
refugees who have returned. [sentence as heard] 


Reports from UNHCR say that the camp had about 
10,000 refugees of whom some of them leit t.2 camp 
toward the Tanzanian border after clashes between the 
rebels and the Burundi Army. The rest of the refugees 
returned [to Rwanda] and have been sent to their 
communes. 


Cameroon 


Cameroon: Human Rights Conference Opens in 
Yaounde 


AB0S02141696 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT § Feb 96 


[FBIS Summary] “Initiating cooperation between hu- 
man rights organizations to promote the emergence of 
a human rights culture is the objective of the first con- 
tinental conference of human rights organizations. The 
conference kicked off this morning in Yaounde.” Some 
thirty national and 40 nongovernmental organizations 
are participating in the forum. 


Rwanda 


Rwanda: Premier Off to Tanzania to Address 
Refugees, Meet Officials 


EA0602152096 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
1145 GMT 6 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The prime minister, Pierre 
Celestin Rwigyema, today left the country for a three- 
day official visit to Tanzania. During this visit, the prime 
minister is expected to meet Tanzanian top government 
officials. He will also visit Rwanda refugee camps in 
Ngara and Karagwe Districts in Tanzania. While in 
Dodoma, Tanzania, the prime minister will meet the 
Tanzanian prime minister, Frederick Sumaye, and the 
minister of foreign affairs, Colonel Jakaya Kikwete. 
Thereafter, he will visit the Rwandan refugee camps in 
Ngara and Karagwe districts. He is expected to address 
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refugees on the political situation in Rwanda, in an effort 
to make them realize the importance of their voluntary 
repatriation. 


Senegal 


Senegal: Parliament Passes New Press Code; Media 
Union Leader Reacts 


ABO0S02111096 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 4 Feb 96 


([FbIS Translated Text] The Senegal Government, con- 
scious of the media's task of informing, is going to 
grant loans to some publishing houses in order to fos- 
ter the proliferation of newspapers. However, it should 
also be noted that the Senegalese National Assembly has 
adopted a new press code, which Abdoulaye Thiam, our 
correspondent in Dakar, reads for us. 


[Begin Thiam recording] The new provisions of Law 
1096 lay emphasis on increased notions of ethics and 
responsibility on the part of the Senegalese media so 
that they accomplish their task of informing effectively 
and honestly. Innovations introduced by the new law in- 
clude a requirement that newspaper houses indicate the 
number of issues they publish, the possibility of launch- 
ing national newspapers without prior authorization and 
guarantee, and the possibility of signing an article with 
a pseudonym. 


However, in order to obtain a radio frequency, the new 
law stipulates that the payment of fees, the availability 
of a frequency, and compliance with specifications are 
compulsory. 


Furthermore, concerning problems confronting the me- 
dia, the state pledges, through the communication minis- 
ter’s answers to members of parliament [MP], to allocate 
50 million CFA francs in the form of loans to publish- 
ing houses which have set up a central buying office. 
The minister also undertook to approach UNESCO, the 
Canadian Cooperation Agency, and the Panos Institute, 
to give a helping hand to the Senegalase media, which 
deserve such assistance. [end recording} 


I now bring you the reaction of Mamlese Camara, 
secretary general of the Media and Communication 
Practitioners Union [SYNPIC]. He protests the presence 
of MP's on the Press Card Allocation Commission, 
but welcomes the adoption of this new press code in 
Senegal. Camara spoke to Abdoulaye Thiam: 


[Begin Thiam recording] There are two important points 
that I need to point out: First, certain points on which a 
consensus was reached were dropped after the bill was 
drafted, but when we raised this the minister explained 
that those points of consensus did not fit in well with 
the strict legal drafting requirements. 
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The second issue which appeared rather serous to us 
was the modification of the composition of the Press 
Card Allocation Commission. The MP's insisted on 
being represented on this commussion, but the SYNPIC 
feels that they have no business whatsoever involving 
themselves tn the work of an ethics commission, whose 
role is simpiy to ensure that the press card issued ts 
indeed held by someone with a professional journalists’ 
identification card. 


As we have already said, pariiament must manage tts 
position within the republican institutions some other 
way so that it does not confuse tssues and turn itself 
into a kind of political police that must have an eye on 
everything going on. [end recording! 


Zaire 


Zaire: Bogus NGO's Said Trying To Win Belgian 
Development Money 

BRO702081596 Groot-Bygaarden Di. STANDAARD 
in Dutch 6 Feb 96 pl 


[Report by Rik De Gendt: “Mobutu Lured by Belgian 
Development Money | 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels — The Zairian mou- 
vance presidentielle [presidential sphere of influence], 
President Mobutu Sese Seko’s political tollowing, 1s 
speeding up the creation of nongovernmental organi- 
zations and institutes for higher education. In this way 
it hopes to win some of the development money the 
Belgian Government appropriated for indirect bilateral 
cooperation on 22 December. This is what DE STAN- 
DAARD learned in Kinshasa. 


According to our sources the fake Zainan NGO's 
allegedly focus on “fields which are touchy in the 
Western media.” Aid to the survivors and relatives of 
the vicums of the plane accident on the Ndolo market 
on 8 January 1996, the reconstruction of the medical 
infrastructure and of education, even the promotion 
of human nghts and of the democratization process: 
These are some of the proyects which might charm the 
Belgian Government and our country’s public opinion, 
and prompt them to be generous. 


Politicians in Kinshasa fear that too much of the 
Belgian aid will be provided through ‘church channels. 
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Last Thursday [1 February], LE SOFT wrote that 
“Catholic, Protestant, and kimbanguistc churches feel 
strong because they control NGO money. In its ulle, 


the Zainan newspaper even spoke of (a clerical coup. 
Wolves 


The recent statement of the Catholie Episcopal Conter- 
ence’s Permanent Commuttee, which did not spare its 
enuicism on the politcal establishment, met with re- 
sentment both trom Mobutu followers and trom the op- 
position. The appeal to thoroughly prepare the elections 
to be organized betore July 1997 and not to vote for 
“wolves in sheep's clothing,” met with particular protest 
and indignation. 


‘Never did an episcopal text have such a political tenor,” 
LE SOFT conunued. Mobutu followers and opposition 
members are aware that the network of church NGOs 
might monitor the upcoming electoral campaign tow 
closely. They also fear that it has the necessary means 
to do so, That is why they are bracing themselves right 
now. 


The [Belgian] Development Cooperation Ministry, 
which is aware of the Zainan zeal, made it clear that 
beiyian development money can never be controlled 
directly by local NGO's. “Our aid ts only provided 
through Belgian NGO's or universities. When sub- 
mitting their files, they will have to guarantee the 
reliability and independence of their Zairian partners,’ 
an aide to Secretary of State Reginald Moreels stated 


Zaire: Foreign Correspondents Reportedly Banned 
From Zaire 


LDO702103296 Paris France-Inter Radio Network 
in French 0900 GMT 7 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Foreign correspondents have 
been banned from Zaire. The prohibition comecides 
with reports that the Zairean army is about to close 
the Kibumba refugee camp located in the east of 
the country. The army ts reportedly close to forcibly 
repatriating the thousands of Rwandans sul! there. (7 
is Said) that 190,000 people are still living in the camp 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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Kenya 


Kenya: New Radio “rogram Launched To Counter 
‘Disinformation’ 


EA0002151596 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 0415 GMT 6 Feb 96 


{FBIS Summary} Kenya Broadcasting Corporation Ra- 
dio today launched a program called “In the Kenyan 
Interest’. The program, presented after the 0400 GMT 
news bulletin, says that it “aims at keeping Kenyans 
informed on issues of national importance. As we are 
all aware, there are many events unfolding around us 
whose implications on our social and economic well- 
being may not be easily understood by most of us.’ 


“It is the intention of this program to close this 
information gap, so that gullibility to misinformation, 
disinformation, and distortion 1s reduced to acceptable 
levels.” 


Kenya: President Moi Departs on Private Visit to 
Israel 

EA0602134196 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 0600 GMT 6 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] President Daniel Arap Moi 
left the country this morning for » private visit to 
Israel. Aboard the special presidential jet, the president 
departed trom the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport 
shortly after 0830. While in Israel, President Moi will 
meet with Israeli president and the prime minister. The 
president will also visit sites of historical and religious 
importance. [passage omitted] 


Uganda 


Uganda: President Defends Size of Army, 
Comments on Economy 


F 40602214096 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
lish 1700 GMT 6 Feb 9 


(FH). \ranscribed Excerpt] The Uganda People’s De- 
fense 1: orces, UPDF, has held celebrations to mark its 
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15th anniversary. The funcuon took place at Mbale 
cricket ground today and was officiated by President 
Lieutenant General Yowen Museveni, who is also the 
commander of the armed forces. 


In his address to the celebrants, President Museveni said 
that the UPDF has completed the first phase of defeating 
dictatorial regimes and it is now on the second phase: 
that of consolidating the achieved victory. 


On that note, he cautioned soine poliucians and divisive 
forces trying to disrupt the victory achieved by violating 
the constituuonal governance. He said that through its 
life histor. the UPDF has been building capacity to 
defend the country’s constituuon and Uganda in general 
from internal and external aggressors and that it is ready 
to deal with any divisive force. 


President Museveni challenged some politcians who 
failed to discuss their country’s issues from within and 
instead spent time accusing the government outside and 
reporting to the foreign leaders whom they mistakenly 
look to for leadership. 


Coming to economic issues, the president said that 
although there is sull poverty in the country there is 
also prosperity, and the country has achieved significant 
cconomic development. [passage omitted] 


Mr. Museveni challenged those who argue that the 
economy has not improved and said that the country’s 
reserves have increased from 14 million [U.S.] dollars 
in 1986 to 450 million dollars today. [passage omitted] 


The president challenged some critics who said that 
Uganda's army is unnecessarily large and maintained 
that such an army is needed to ensure the country’s 
security. [passage omitted] 


This report may contain copynghted maternal. Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without ~ zmission of the copyright owners 


South Africa: Nigerian Dissident Appeals for 
Mandela’s Help 


MB0602181096 Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
| Feb 96 p7 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Exiled Nigerian Nobel laurecte 
Wole Soyinka urged President Nelson Mandela yester- 
day [31 January] to lead a worldwide moral coalition 
against the military government in his country. 


“We have got to form a broad coalition, a rainbow 
coaliion of moral authorit, right across the globe 
against regimes such as the Nigerian one. 


“We hope, we expect, President Mandela to take the 
lead and to have by his side other morally motivated 
governments,” the writer said in an interview. 


Soyinka said he would call in South Afnica for « | 
newal of the sanctions campaign against the mu ica- 
tional Shell Oil, which has been accused of exp.. one 
Nigeria's Ongoni minority. 


“We are targeting the trade unions now. We expect 
Cosa u (Congress of SA [South Africa] Trade Unions) 
to play a very important role, telling their workers not to 
handle Nigerian crude or shipping, not to touch Nigerian 
oul,” he said. 


Presidential spokesman Mr Parks Mankahlana said 
Mandela had met Soyinka and would take account of 


his appeal. 


“But the President ts part of a joint Commonwealth 
initiative on Nigeria and he would not do anything to 
undermine that,” he said. 


Cosatu international relations officer Mr Bangumzi 
Sifingo said the powerful unton alliance would listen 
to Soyinko and do what it could to help, but he added: 
“We want to be part of a worldwide movement against 
Nigeria and we want to know that anything we do has 
the support of the Nigerian workers.” 


In Cape Town for a meeting of a United Nations gro_p 
looking at the nghts of children in war, Soyinka said he 
met Mandela in Johannesburg on Monday. 


He said he appealed for financial, moral and active sup- 
port for the exiled and domestic opposition to Nigerian 
military leader General Sani Abacha’s government. 


‘The opposition must be both punitive and moral. 
African sanctions are also essential We are moving 
towards an agreement that sanctions should begin right 
here on the continent of Africa,” he said. 


Soyinka denied an allegation by Abacha on Tuesday that 
Mandela had given the Nigerian opposition funding or 
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that Burkitia Faso had given opposition activists military 
training. 


“The story put out by Abacha’s regime ts false in every 
parucular, Of course we will be asking for help but we 
have not received a single cent,’ he said. 


Soyinka said the situauion in Nigeria had detenorated 
since November last year, when the government exe- 
cuted dissident Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other activists 


He dismissed last year's Commonwealth decision to 
give Abacha two years in which to hand power to a 
democratic government as “a slap on the wrist’. 


“That was a disastrous ulumatum, ro ulumatum at all. 
Abacha’s timetable for a transter of power has not 
fooled anyone. Abacha must have been laughing down 
his evil gullet. 


nacha seized power in November 1993 amid confusion 
over the military's scrapping of a presidential clection 
sidely beheved to have been won by business tycoon 
Moshood Abiola. 


Abioia is now in detenuon pending tnal on treason 
charges. 


South Africa: Gauteng Legislature Quarrels Over 
Trip to U.S. 


MB0602151196 Johannesbur. SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 6 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A squabble about a trip to 
the United States later this year led to a walkout by 
members of minority parties in the Gauteng legislature's 
safety and security standing committee this morning. It 
was led by Democratic Party members, and joined by 
members of the Inkatha Freedom Party, the National 
Party, and the Freedom Front. The walkout effectively 
ended the sitting because there was no quorum. The 
walkout came after the ANC said it would not make 
available finances for the tnp offered to individuals by 
the U.S. Embassy to study metropolitan policing in New 
York and Los Angeles. 


South Africa: ANC Criticizes IF’ for Not Rejoining 
Constitution Assembly 


MB0602140796 Johannesbure SAPA in English 
1/11 GMT 6 Feb % 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Feb 6 SAPA - 
The current constitution-making process demanded that 
all leaders rise above narrow party political differences 
in pursuance of broader national interests, the ANC said 
on Tuesday. 


The posture adopted by the IFP [Inkatha Freedom 
Party] on its return to the Constitutional Assembly [CA] 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owrers 
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was therefore unfortunate, it said in a statement by 
its Department of Information and Publicity, “It can 
only rob their members and supporters of a basic and 
fundamental right to shape the destiny of their own 
country together with all South Africans.” 


Whatever demands the IFP had, the CA remained the 
only viable mechanism where all political parties could 
raise and debate their issues. “The ANC reiterates its 
view that the Consututional Asscinbly ts the only legit- 
imate body mandated to hear and dispose of constitu: 
tional matters for and on behalt of all South Africans. 


No parallel mechanism could be created to deal with 
demands of individual political parties. All parties had to 
submit to the CA's authority. Nonetheless, it remained 
imperative that no avenue was left unexplored to ensure 
the IFP’s return to the CA. “In this context, the ANC 
is encouraged by discussions between the IFP’s Sipo 
Mzimela and the ANC’'s Valli Moosa, durnng their 
recent tnp to Germany, in an etfort resolve the issues 
and to pave the way for the return of the IFP to the 
Constitutional Assembly. 


The ANC would continue with the current processes of 
meeting in bilaterals with all political parties involved 
in the CA to ensure the constitution-making process was 
smooth and laid a foundation for peace, reconciliation 
and nation-building. 


South Africa: ANC Warns Minority Parties Not To 
‘Abuse’ ‘Rights’ 

MB0U602150796 Johannesbure SAPA in English 

0933 GMT 6 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Feb 6 SAPA 
— The ANC on Tuesday called on minority parties 
not to “abuse” their “rights” by unnecessarily delaying 
the constitution-writing process and warned that a 
referendum could be held to adopt the final constitution 


Senior ANC constitutional negotiator Pravin Gordhan 
said that if parties did not soon seriously engage in 
Negotiations and discussions on outstanding issues for 
the final constitution, the “scenario may well develop 
that we have to check out the deadlock-breaking mech- 
anisms in the interim Constitution’. 


Gordhan and other semor ANC MPs told a media 
briefing in Cape Town they were concerned at an 
“uncalled-for’ and ‘regrettable’ trend among smailler 
parties to now re-open issues which had heen canvassed 
some time previously. When a small party said it 
would not budge on an issue, it placed an impossible 
burden” on the ANC, which had shown flexibility. to 
compromise conunuously, Gordhan said 
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The deadlock-breaking mechanism provided by the 
interim Constitution laid dow > that if the Constitubonal 
Assembly [CA] could not adopt the final constutution 
by May Y, a referendum could be held among South 
Atnica’s voters. A 60 percent majonty would be able 
to approve the majority draft of the constitution, which 
would mean it would enjoy a high degree of legiumacy, 
Gordhan said, “The ANC has repeatedly shown it can 
get a 60-percent-plus majority, so this would not be in 
the interests of minority parties, | would say. 


Gordhan said the ANC had not in any way applied its 
mind to amending the interim Constitution to shift the 
May 9 deadlir.. If there was a spill over, it would be 
because of an “unbreakable deadlock’. 


Atter Gordhan rushed off to a Parliamentary engage- 
ment, semor colleague Johnny de Lange said Gord- 
han had probably meant minority parties should not 
abuse the constituuon-writing process, rather than their 
rights’. Wille Hofmeyr said the ANC was concerned 
at smaller parties raising new viewpoints ‘at a very late 
Stage . 


Earher, Gordhan said efforts were continuing to per- 
suade the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] to rejoin the 
CA. In our history, 1 1s never too late.” He beleved 
it would be in the IFP’s interests to do so within the 
next six weeks. Hofmeyr said the ANC would not be in 
favour of a parallel negotiating process with the IFP as 
this would undermine the credibility of the CA, which 
was a democratically-elected body. 


Turning to the Bill of Rights, Hotmeyr said the ANC 
remained tirm in its view that property nghts should not 
he protected in the absolutist sense and that the nght of 
employers’ to lock out striking employees should not 
he written into the constitution 


South Africa: ANC Foresees Referendum To Break 
Constitution Deadlock 


MB0602151296 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
im Enelish 1100 GMT 6 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Our political news staff reports 
that if there’s no agreement on the final constitution 
by the May deadline, South Afnca could go to a 
referendum. 


ANC leaders pot out that the deadline is stipulated in 
the interim Constitution, and if deadlocks between the 
poliucal parties cannot he broken by then, a referendum 
might be held. The new constitution will have to be 
approved by a 60 percent majority. Senior ANC official 
Pravin Gordhan says talks with both the National Party 
and the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress], which will 
continue this week, have been encouraging However, 
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he has warned that if there’s not sufficient agreement 
among the partes then, what he calls deadlock-breaking 
mechanisms will have to be used. 


Mr. Gordhan also added that the ANC has found 
common ground with other political partes to a large 
extent. Mr. Gordhan said the Senate in its current form 
was likely to be scrapped under the final constitution. 
He said there was strong support for a new body 
representing provincial interests. 


South Africa: Masakhane Manager Resigns; 
Campaign ‘in Trouble’ 


MB0702100296 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English OS1O0 GMT 7 Feb 96 


[From the "AM Live” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) [Announcer John Matham] 
Masakhane [mutual construction], the government cam- 
paign tc encourage payment of rates and levies, seems 
to be in trouble. The campaign hasn't really paid off in 
its one and half years of existence. One of the problems 
with the campaign, say sources, is the fact that it, well, 
wore too many hats. Masakhane ts under the Ministry 
of Provincial Affairs and Constitutional Development. 
It also receives input from the RDP [Reconstruction 
and Development Program] Office, and the Ministry of 
Housing. Other sources say that the distance of the cam- 
paign from local communities added to the problems of 
Masakhane. And now to top it all, the manager of the 
campaign, Chris Ngcobo, has resigned. He's going to be 
taking up a job as chief executive officer of the greater 
Johannesburg Metropolitan Council. We are joined on 
the line by Mr. Ngcobo. Good morning, Mr. Ngcobo. 
Why did you resign from Masakhane’ 


[Ngcobo] Good morning. People must remember that 
when the campaign started, it was planned for one 
year. So my contract with government was supposed 
to end at the end of the vear What we did, we 
started preparing local authornies with the strategy to 
localize the campaign. So my move to go to greater 
Johannesburg: I live in greater Johannesburg, | have 
fought, | have negotiated for the council there. So my 
move is not because the campaign is going down. | think 
it's basicaily that it was long planned that after a year | 
will go and work for the City Council. 


{Matham] Did you leave the campaign in good shape? 


[Ngcobo] Yes, at the moment I'm in the Northwest 
[province]. We are going all over meeting with mayors, 
making sure that we're localizing the campaign to all 
local authorities. It's part of our strategy to make sure 
that the local authorities take over the campaign. In 
general, we've got our own ups and downs; for example, 
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in places like the Northern Cape, we are doing well. 
In Gauteng, we're doing well in some areas. In most 
important areas like the Vaal, we are certainly not doing 
well. 


[Matham] The public perception is that in areas like 
Soweto, payment is around about the 20 percent level, 
which is not nearly good enough. 


[Ngcobo] You must remember the payment for 20 per- 
cent is toward the local authority, but the payment for 
electricity toward Eskom [Electricity Supply Commis- 
sion} is very good. You can check also with Eskom, 
it’s very good. So you find these uneven developments 
in situations, which means that we have to jack up the 
campaign. 


{[Matham] And how would you do that? I know you are 
leaving, so you are not really involved anymore, but 
what advise would you give your successor? 


[Ngcobo] Well, my first advise would be to continue 
with the programs that I've set up. I've set up programs, 
at the moment I’m running a program called the Mayors 
for Masakhane Pledge where the national office of 
Masakhane has drafted a pledge, and that pledge has 
been signed by the mayors. Basically, it says a number 
of things: One, it commits the mayors to the delivery 
of services, it commits the mayors to making sure that 
their clerks, their councillors and so on begin to relate 
differently to diferent communities. 


[Matham] Because again I think the general perception 
has been that there’s been high-profile activities, there 
have been publicity campaigns, but there has been very 
little of substance done to change either the provisions 
of service or the payment for them. 


[Ngcobo] I agree that the provision, you know, in all 
places, somewhat we are delivering something is not 
the same [as heard]. For example, in white areas they 
sull get better services, in the townships the situauon 
is still the same. I think where we could have made a 
difference, | think that if local authorities, for example, 
have started ensuring that the companies that they em- 
ployed to clean the disadvantaged areas clean, so there 
are many areas that are still problematic, that's why 
for example, my move into the Southern Metropolitan 
Substructure of greater Johannesburg, there are many 
problems there. I'm hoping that I'm going to sort out 
those problems. 


[Matham] Thank you very much. That was Chris 
Ngcobo, who just resigned as manager of the operation 
Masakhane Campaign. 


is report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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South Africa: Truth Commission Leader Seeks 
Longer Mandate 


MB0602151696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1427 GMT 6 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Feb 6 SAPA — 
There was no doubt that the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission's 18 month lifespan would have to be 
extended to two years if it was to succeed in its mission, 
Commission vice chairman Dr Alex Boraine said on 
Tuesday. 


Speaking at a meeting of the Institute for Muluparty 
Democracy he said the commission would be “dead 
in the water” without the direct involvement of non- 
governmental organisations [NGO] and church groups. 
‘If the mission is to succeed it will depend very largely 
on the interacuon between the commission and the NGO 
community. We are talking about an active partnership.” 


When he had first been appointed to the commission 
he had had no idea about the enormity of the task 
which faced it. “All of us now realise that this is the 
greatest challenge of our lives.” He admitted that since 
the inception of the commission in December last year, 
the members had been “very much at sea’ and were still 
involved in setting up the commission's infrastructure. 
“This is a massive task.” 

He had no doubt the commission's 18 month deadline 
would have to be extended. “The President (Nelsen 
Mandela) knows this too.” 


South Africa: Paper Considers Future of National 
Unity Government 


MB0602151096 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans 4 Feb 96 p 16 


[Report by Anne-Marie Mischke} 


[FBIS Translated Text} The chances are pretty slim that 
the government of national unity will continue to exist 
in its current form after the 1999 election. 


In view of this, there already are talks in National Party 
[NP] ranks — the biggest supporter of the continuation 
of the government of national unity — of looking at 
alternatives. 


Since the Constitutional Assembly resumed its work 

three weeks ago, the NP and the African National 

Congress, which strongly opposes the continuation of 

a government of national unity, have been engaged in 
-level talks on the issue. 


Little, if any, progress has been made. The matter is 
being regarded as extremely important, and because 
their differences are so contrasting, the two parties’ 
most senior officials have been heading the negotiations 
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— the ANC by Secretary General Cyril Ramaphosa, 
and the NP by Provincial Affairs and Constituuonal 
Development Minister Roelf Meyer. 


Even if some ANC leaders would be sympathetic toward 
the NP’s standpoint, they sull wouldn't easily agree 
to it. They would meet up opposition from most of 
their colleagues at the leadership level, from ordinary 
parliamentarians, and ordinary members. 


The ANC’s National Execuuve Committee some time 
ago unanimously decided that the government of na- 
tional unity should end after the 1999 election, This has 
again been publicly confirmed by ANC leaders during 
the past two weeks. 


The ANC is, however, in favor of a so-called volun- 
tary coalition, which means that nothing is written in 
the constitution, but the president would be enutled to 
appoint ministers from other parties to the cabinet. How- 
ever, the ANC is deaf to proposals about proportional 
representation of the stronger opposition parties in the 
cabinet after 1999. 


A voluntary coalition is unacceptable to the NP because 
it could be terminated at any time. 


Senior NP members are beginning to explore alterna- 
tives that might be acceptable to the ANC, and they are 
hoping that a compromise will be possible. Such alter- 
native proposals could possibly be in the ANC’s hands 
by this weekend. 


The NP has mentioned a variety of alternatives. One 
is that vice presidents should be appointed from the 
ranks of the opposition. Another is that leaders of 
opposiuon parties should serve in Parliament, or that 
some ministers from opposition parues be appointed 
without portfolios, but not on a proportional basis; or 
that a strong team of deputy ministers from the ranks 
Of Opposition parties be appointed; or that a type of 
cabinet council comprising opposition members should 
serve alongside the cabinet. 


It is unlikely that the issue will again be publicly dis- 
cussed in the special Constituuonal Committee before 
the ANC and the NP have reached an agreemeni. 


Late last year the Freedom Front undertook to support 
the NP in its effort to give the government of national 
unity a longer lease on life in exchange for NP support 
regarding proposals for an Afrikaner homeland. 


The Democratic Party is opposed to the continuation 
of the government of national unity. Its leader, Tony 
Leon, told RAPPORT that it would be better to build 
up a strong opposition than sustain the government of 
national unity. 


is report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
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South African Press Review for 7 February 
MBO0702123796 


(FBIS Report] THE STAR 


Concern About 8,000 Vacancies in Johannesburg Coun- 
cil — Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 7 Feb- 
ruary in a page-12 editorial believes it is of "serious 
concern” that Greater Johannesburg is operaung “with 
over 8,000 vacancies.” "It is now some months since 
the local government elections were held and long- suf- 
lering residents — whether from Sandton or Soweto 
— have every reason to expect an improvement in the 
services.” The Johannesburg council and its four sub- 
structures "should not neglect staffing. Our city is too 
important for the national economy to suffer bad admin- 
istration.” 


Name Change Not Enough To Change National Party 
— Kaiser Nyatsumba writes in the “One in Your Eye’ 
column on the same page on the National Party's, plan 
to transform itself, saying “it should be self-evident 
that in a country in which whites are so thoroughly 
outnumbered by blacks, there is no long-term future for 
a party which represents only, or predominantly, white 
interests.” “Until he learns — quickly — to speak to, 
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and for, that ordinary black person in the township, De 
Klerk will continue to be unsuccessful in his efforts to 
woo Africans in any great numbers to his party.” As De 
Klerk “quite correctly observed, the long-mooted name 
change alone will not do it." 


BUSINESS DAY 


Policemen Moonlighung — Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 7 February in a page-12 editorial 
notes that off-duty policemen “have been brilliantly 
successful in reducing cargo thefts at Johannesburg 
airport — which they seemed unable to prevent while 
in uniform.” Taking advantage of regulations allowing 
policemen to work in their spare me, “presumably to 
offset their poor salaries, about 10 of those normally on 
duty at the airport have been working after hours for 
a private company employed to combat thefts running 
into millions.” “It would be in the best interests of the 
police and the public if pay levels could be increased 
to levels which made after-hours work unnecessary, but 
while it is allowed there is a strong case for a blanket 
ban on policemen taking private jobs closely related to 
their official duties.” 


is report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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Angola Mozambique 
, . Mozambique: Donors Said Urging Chissano To 
— ~ ye Discusses Confinement of Troops fanaa Eenemee linia 


MB0602150996 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 5 Feb 96 


{FBIS Translated Text) The confinement of National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola's [UNITA] 
troops is progressing well, sources close to the UNITA 
General Staff guaranteed this morning. 


According to the sources, by 5 February, more than 
5,000 troops had been confined in the four selected areas 
of Vila Nova, Londuimbali, Quibaxe, and Negage. A 
total of 5,020 are waiting to be registered, while about 
6,000 troops are waiting for transportation from the UN 
Angola Verification Mission (Unavem]-3. 


Meanwhile, our sources revealed there are logistical 
difficulties in Unavem-3 transporting (?troops) from 
transit centers. The UNITA General Staff also revealed 
that the troops’ registration process in Londuimbali was 
interrupted three days ago because of the shortage of 
registration cards. 


At Vila Nova, the problem is not a shortage of regis- 
trat?on cards but the absence of facilities promised by 
'Inavem-3, in terms of accommodation. This led to the 
ievolt of the 2d Regular Battalion and 114th Battalion a 
few days ago. Our correspondent Lourenco Bento said 
the situation was resolved after the intervention of the 
UNITA General Staff officers. 


Comoros 


Comoros: Island Reportedly Proclaims Itself 
‘Democratic Republic’ 

EA0602212296 Mayotte Radio France Overseas 
in French 1600 GMT 6 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Now a piece of regional 
news. With a reminder on the situation in Moheli, 
a situation which can be described as fantastic since 
Moheli, following a Congress held on Sunday [4 
February], proclaimed herself a democratic republic: A 
merger-split [as heard) attempt that is taking place a 
month before the first round of Comoran presidential 
elections due on 16 March 1996. 


At the moment, the electoral process seems to be getting 
underway. Indeed, UN observers are starting to arrive 
in Moron. 


There are said to be 17 presidential candidates. Their 
final number will be confirmed on 9 February 1996. 
[passage omitted] 


MBO0502173996 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
1 Feb 96 pl 


{Report by Humberto Mandlate] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Reliable sources have told 
IMPARCIAL that a cabinet reshuffle might happen 
within the next few days, and not in March as the 
independent weekly publication DEMOS reported on 
31 January. 


Some sources close to the donor community believe 
donor counties are encouraging the government to in- 
clude two or three Mozambique National Resistance 
{[Renamo] ministers in its cabinet, with one of them re- 
placing the rather unpopular Interior Minister Manuel 
Antonio. Indications are that Chissano has been rather 
reluctant to take such steps because of the powerful 
pressure hardcore Mozambique Liberation Front [Fre- 
limo] Party militants are applying, but it 1s possible he 
might have to give in now, even if it hurts some people. 


Mozambique’s economic partners apparently accepted 
the Frelimo Party's decision not to form a government 
of national unity 19 the wake of the October 1994 elec- 
tions, but they have continued to express their initial 
belief that such a government should be in place. They 
argue that it would bring greater political stability to the 
country, thereby facilitating economic recovery through 
substantial and secure foreign investment. The Mozam- 
hican head of state and his cohorts, however, have con- 
tinued to turn a deaf ear to those pleas, which have only 
increased as the Mozambican economy crumbles ever 
further. Added problems are the government's consis- 
tent incompetence and the corruption cases that have 
surfaced in some State institutions. 


Afraid of the aid cut threats made by influential 
donors — the United States is the most recent example 
— Chissano now must surely give in, after several 
rather unconvincing diversionary moves such as the 
“Chimwenje” ["Litde light" Zimbabwean dissidents] 
case. 

The Interior Ministry is most likely to be affected by a 
reshuffle, but Agriculture and Fisheries Minister Carlos 
Agostunho do Rosano and Labor Minister Guilherme 
Mavila might also make way — the former because 
of his abundantly obvious incompetence and the latter 
because our lowest income workers have repeatedly 
complained about his inflexible approach 


Yet another member of the Cabinet who might be 
moved is Education Minister Arnaldo Nhavoto, who 
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flagrantly and publicly showed his colors and his 
incompetence when he said he was aware of the 
"lucky draw scheme” in the school registration system 
practiced last year. Minister Nhavoto is also accused of 
tribalist behavior and of poor relations with his “staff 
[preceding word in English}. 


John Kachamila, minister of mineral resources and 
energy, and Health Minister Aurelio Zilhao are also 
seen as likely targets in Chissano’s upcoming reshuffle. 
Some sources say Kachamila has already expressed a 
desire to leave the portfolio he has had for more than 
10 years, but has not done so at President Chissano's 
own request. In turn, Health Minister Zilhao is seen 
as a rather authoritarian type who relates poorly to his 
colleagues, 


Other heads that might roll are those of Social Action 
Minister Alcinda de Abreu and Jose Mateus Muaria 
Katupa, minister of culture, sports, and youth. [passage 
omitted] 


Mozambique: Chissano, Dhlakama Meet To Discuss 
Various Issues 


MBOS02195596 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT S Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) President Joaquim Chissano 
and Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo}] leader 
Afonso Dhlakama met in Maputo today. A communique 
issued by the President's Office says the two men agreed 
to form a working team to deal with eliminating arms 
caches and disarming outlaws. 


The two maen discussed many things, including the ab- 
normalities the Renamo leader said he detected in his 
recent tour of the country. According to the commu- 
nique, Dhlakama claimed Renamo members are hunted 
down by the security forces and discriminated against by 
the State. President Chissano promised to look at some 
of the issues raised at the meeting and [words indistinct] 
the essential points on the timetable of his working re- 
lationship with the Mozambique Defense Armed Forces 
([FADM]. 


Meanwhile, a senior Renamo source said this afternoon 
the government is not complying with the principles that 
led to the signing of the General Peace Accord. Those 
principles were: democracy, national reconciliation, and 
creation of a police force and of the FADM. That was 
one of more than 15 points presented by the Renamo 
leader at his four-hour meeting with President Chissano 
in Maputo today. The Renamo official disclosed that 
Dhlakama also raised other issues at the meeting, 
notably that the public service discriminates against 
Renamo members, using humanitarian aid institutions 
such as Office of Support for Vulnerable People, the 
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Department for the Prevention and Control of Natural 
Disasters, and the Mozambican Red Cross. 


The Renamo source also said Dhlakama was critical 
of what he described as the police force's poor per- 
formance. The Mozambican head of state promised to 
work to improve the performance of police, the State In- 
formation and Security Service [SISE], and the FADM. 
The source reported that Dhlakama accused the SISE of 
launching a campaign to expel Renamo militants trom 
the new army, allegedly because they are regarded as 
undisciplined. Dhlakama also accused the SISE of using 
the state media to spread disinformation in the country. 
In addition, the Renamo leader accused the government 
of forming small armed groups to attack vehicles on the 
roads and then blame Renamo for those attacks. 


Our source also disclosed that Dhlakama blamed In- 
terior Minister Manuel Antonio for the creation of the 
armed group commonly known as “Chimwenye" {Little 
light” Zimbabwean dissidents], adding that the group 1s 
trained in Beira, the capital of Sofala Province. 


At the meeting, Dhlakama proposed the creation of 
a commission to investigate these attacks, the alleged 
coup d'etat, and the presence of 1,000 armed men 
in Maringue. The Renamo source noted that President 
Chissano turned down this proposal. 


The Mozambican head of state did, however, propose a 
working group to help eliminate arms caches. This work 
is supposed to be done in collaboration with Renamo. 


Concerning the national economy, the source disclosed 
that the Renamo leader told Dhlakama that privatization 
has not been properly managed and added that only 
Mozambique Liberation Front members win the bids. 
He was also critical of widespread corruption and theft 
in this country. 


The Renamo source, who reported the meeting was 
held at Dhlakama’s request, added that the Renamo 
leader accused the government of creating associa- 
tions of a political, rather than humanitarian, nature. 
He cited the examples of Acodermo [Association of 
Disfavored Former Renamo Combatants —~ Associa- 
coa dos ex-Combatentes Desfavorecidoes da Renamo} 
and Sotemaza [Association for the Demohilized Ren- 
amo Soldiers of Sofala, Tete, Manica, and Zambezia 
Provinces}, two associations whose aim is to end Ren- 
amo itself. 


Concerning the alleged coup d'etat, the Renamo source 
told the media that Dhlakama accused the Mozambh- 
can Government of trying to do the same thing that 
happened in Angola, hoping to assassinate all Renamo 
people under the guise atiempting to stop a coup. 


8 report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
8 prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Swaziland 


Swaziland: King Thanks U.S. for Assistance in 
Meeting With Official 


MB0602181696 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 6 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} His Majesty King Mswati 
Il] has thanked the United States Government for the 
economic support it has given to the Swazi nation over 
the years. He extended his thanks during a meeung 
with the U.S. State Department economic adviser on 
African affairs, Ms. Regina Brown, at Lozitha Palace 
this afternoon. His majesty said Ms. Brown's visit 
to the kingdom indicates her support for the nation’s 
developmental endeavors. He recalled that during his 
meeting with Ms. Brown in the U.S. he briefed her on 
the contents of the economic vusela. 


In response Ms. Brown recalled that when his majesty 
was in the U.S. he had fruitful discussions with execu- 
tive heads of 50 companies. She disclosed that those 
companies have since indicated their interest in in- 
vesting in Swaziland. She told the king that she was 
impressed with the climate in Swaziland, and warned 
against destabilizing factors which wanted to endanger 
the economy. 


Swaziland: Britain’s Chalker Warns Against Slow 
Political Change 

MB0602140496 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 6 Feb 96 p2 


[Report by Sibusiso Mngadi] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) The Briush government has 
warned of radical elements if Swaziland is slow to 
introduce political change on a gradual basis. 


The warning was made to the Prime Minister, Prince 
Mbilini by the visiting British Minister for Overseas 
Development and Minister for State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, Baroness Lynda Chalker dunng 
a courtesy cal! on the Premier yesterday. 


Baroness Chalker also urged government to ensure that 
al! sectors of the population are represented in the 
drafting of the country’s constitution. 


She also suggested that the Commonwealth should assist 
in the drafting of the document which was repealed in 
1973 by His Majesty King Sobhuza II. 


This was after the Premier had stated that Swaziland was 
making a move towards the drafting of a constitution. 
The Prime Minister said Swaziland will also seek 
international advice on the drawing of the controversial 
document in the country. 
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The Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) 
recently embarked on a week-long strike during which it 
issued seven conditions for returning to the negouation 
table, one of which was the repeal of the 1973 Decree. 


Government ciaims that the SFTU has taken a poliucal 
agenda by demanding the revocation of the King’s 
Decree which will effectively unban multi-party politics 
and evive the constitution. However, the SFTU denies 
having taken a political agenda adding that the issue ot 
the constitution is included in the 27 demands which 
led to the stay away. 


The Prime Minister also thanked the British government 
for technical assistance to the country and appealed 
for help in the field of combating drug trafficking by 
providing equipment tor detecting drugs at the airport 
and border posts. 


Baroness Chalker assured the Premier of the British 
government's assistance in various fields, including 
the Public Service Reform Programme, training of 
personnel and financial management. The Premier was 
also visited by the American Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State for African Attairs, Ms Regina Brown who was 
accompanied by the U.S. Ambassador to Swaziland, Dr 
John Sproti. 


The PM's Private Secretary, Mr Cuthbert Khumalo said 
the discussions focussed on political leadership and the 
present situation in the country. 


The Premier also had a brief meeting with a five-man 
delegation of Australian Members of Parliament from 
the State of Victoria. 


Swaziland: Labor Minister Dismisses Sanctions 
Threat 


MB0602181796 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 6 Feb 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister for labor and 
public service, Mr. Albert Shabangu, says reports that 
economic sanctions may be imposed on Swaziland 
because of her alleged violation of workers’ mghts 1s 
a fallacy. The threat has been made by the International 
Federation of Trade Unions in a letter which was sent 
to government and other international organizations, 
including the World Bank. 


Minister Shabangu says before economic sancuons are 
applied, there are certain procedures that need to be 
followed which demand that the country be requested 
to defend itself. The minister says if it 1s true, then it will 
be a violation of international labor laws, since even the 
International Labor Organization has never expressed 
concern on workers’ rmghts violauon in the country. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Mr. Shabangu says threats of economic sanctions are 
aot just an issue which is taken behind the scenes, but 
such a threat is carried through groupings such as the 
United Nations, Commonwealth, the Organization ot 
African Unity, SADC [Southern African Development 
Community], to name but a few. The minister warned 
that people should not say things just to embarrass the 
country just because of its size. He said no matter how 
small the country is, it is a sovereign state. 


Swaziland: Police Arrest Trade Union Secretary 
General Nxumalo 


MB0602; 30996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1245 GMT 06 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} MBABANE Feb 6 SAPA — 
Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions [SFTU] assistant 
secretary-general Jabu Nxumalo was arrested by police 
in the capital Mhabane on Tuesday morning. 


Plainclothes officers arrested him in the street as he lett 
the offices of the Federation of Swaziland Employers 
where he had been waiting to see the federation’s 
executive. 


The SFTU's executive committee was due to meet the 
federation’s executive on Tuesday afternoon to try to 
arrange negotiations involving employees, employers 
and the government. 


The SFTU intends to call the kingdom's second national 
strike this year on February 19 to press King Mswati 
III's government to agree to several political and labour- 
related demands. 


No details of any charges against Nxumalo were known 
by Tuesday afternoon. 


Swaziland: Prime Minister Says Country To Draft 
Constitution 


MBO0502200296 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 5 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The prime minister, Prince 
Mbilini, says that Swaziland is making a move toward 
drafting a national constitution. The prime minister was 
addressing the visiting British minister for overseas 
development, Baroness Lynda Chalker, who paid a 
courtesy call on him at the cabinet office today. The 
prime minister thanked the British Government for the 
technical assistance the Government of Swaziland 1s 
receiving. He also appealed for more help in the field of 
drug-trafficking combating, and equipment for detecting 
drugs at the airport and border posts. 


The prime minister said Swaziland will also seek in- 
ternational advise on the drawing of a national consti- 
tution. Baroness Chalker suggested that the Common- 
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wealth should assist Swaziland in drafting the consutu- 
tion, and that all sectors of the population should be rep- 
resented. Baroness Chai..er further stated that if Swazi- 
land is slow to introduce change, radical elements will 
definitely hijack the process. She assured the prime min- 
ister of her government's assistance in various fields, 
including the public service reform program, training of 
personnel, and financial management. 


The prime minister was also visited by American depuly 
assistant secretary of state for African alfairs, Ms. 
Regina Brown, accompanied by Ambassador Sprott. 
Their discussion focussed on the present situ. ion in 
the country, especially the politcal leadership of the 
country. 


Swaziland: Main Opposition Party Criticizes King’s 
Statement on Change 


MB0602162196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1116 GMT 6 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Feb 6 
SAPA — Swaziland’s largest underground political 
party on Tuesday criticised King Mswat III for making 
what it termed an undemocratic public display about his 
intentions to introduce change in the troubled country. 


Kislon Shongwe, president of the still-banned People’s 
United Democratic Movement [Pudemo], said Mswati 
could not decide on his own whether to revive the 
suspended 1968 independence constitution, nor could he 
appoint hand-picked loyalists to write a new constitution 
for Swaziland. 


Shongwe was reacting to Mswati's announcement on 
Monday that the 1968 constitution suspended by King 
Sobhuza in 1973 was to be revived soon. Mswati told 
Briush Overseas Development Minister Baroness Lynda 
Chalker during her Swaziland visit that this had been 
one of the recommendations made by the Swazi people 
to a special political review committee. 


Shongwe, who claims Pudemo has 35,000 registered 
members and many potential members working in the 
party s underground structures, said it was democrati- 
cally unacceptable for Mswati to say the 1968 constitu- 
tion was to be revived. “He is not the one to decide for 
the Swazi nation’, Shongwe told SAPA by phone from 
Mbabane. “We think that’s very dictatorial and unac- 
ceptable.” 


Constitutional issues could be decided only at a national 
convention of all political parties and other formations, 
which Pudemo had long wanted. “We know the king 
and the government want to put in place a committee 
of hand-mcked officials to draw up a constitution or 
simply want to come up with the old one. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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Shongwe said Mswati was under pressure and was 
trying to protect himself and his government by telling 
Chalker the old constitution would be revived. "We 
don’t think he was very serious when he said this. 
Perhaps it was just to please her.” 


Mswati told Chalker other :ecommendations indicating 
the will of the majority of Swazis would be gradually 
implemented so as not to disturb the country’s ancient 
traditions and cultures. Chalker urged Mswati not to be 
too slow in introducing changes. 


Shongwe said there was ample evidence in Swaziland 
that Swazis wanted to have a new constitution drafted. 
All political parues were banned by Sobhuza’s 1973 
decree. Until this week Mswati, surrounded by loyalist 
traditionalists opposed to change, had given no direct 
indication he intended repealing his father’s decree. 
Shongwe said if Mswati revived the old constitution it 
would amount to the unbanning of political parties. 


Swaziland is the only southern African country where 
political parties remain banned. Many, like Pudemo, op- 
erate openly despite the ban. A pro-democracy national 
strike two weeks ago brought the kingdom to a stand- 
still and elicited an angry response from Mswati that 
the stayaway was a front for a planned coup d'etat. 
A second national strike, again led by the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions [SFTU) with support from 
parties like Pudemo, is set to begin on February 19. 
The SFTU's demands are principally political: the un- 
banning of political parties, effectively by the repeal of 
Sobhuza's 1973 decree. 


Shongwe said he was confident Pudemo would fare well 
in free elections. Its support extended well beyond its 
paid-up membership, but many active supporters were 
forced to remain faceless in underground structures of 
the party. "In the event that we are unbanned, we expect 
our membership to swell.” 


Citing the non-party November 1993 election as an in- 
dicator of Pudemo's support, Shongwe said government 
statistics showed only 13.7 percent of the electorate ac- 
tually went to the polls. The rest had heeded Pudemo's 
call to boycott the election. “If the government was so 
sure that we command an insignificant following, then 
they would not have resisted our call for a national ref- 
erendum (on political change),” he said. 


Swaziland: Ex-Prime Minister, Union Leaders Said 
ist 


81196 Johannesburg CITY PRESS 
in English 4 Feb 96 p4 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} The lives of three Swazi- 
land Federation of Trade Unions [SFTU] leaders are 


‘ 
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said to be in danger following an alleged plot by advis- 
ers Of Swaziland’s King Mswati III to “eliminate” them. 


Sources from the Lozitha Palace told CITY PRESS 
that certain policemen had been assigned to assassinate 
the SFTU secretary general, Jan Sithole, his assistant, 
Jabulani Nxumalo, and the union's president Richard 
Nxumalo. 


"The hit list also includes the former prime minister, 
Obed Dlamini, and certain leaders of Pudemo (People’s 
United Democratic Movement) who have been accused 
of plotting to overthrow the king,” claimed the sources, 
who cannot be named for security reasons. 


Last weekend two policemen, a certain Bhembe and 
another whose name was not disclosed, were pointed out 
at an SFTU meeting at Simunye. Interrogated by SFTU 
marshals, they said they had been sent by “authorities” 
to assassinate the SFTU leadership — especially Sithole. 
The policemen were allegedly carrying handguns and 
hand-grenades which they said were to be used in killing 
the SFTU leaders. 


Sithole later told journalists that although the police 
had demed knowledge of the assassination plot, they 
had admitted that the weapons confiscated from the two 
policemen belonged to the police. 


It was claimed that the “authorities” mentioned — who 
are known to CITY PRESS — had already advised King 
Mswati III that the union leaders should be got rid off 
because they were plotting to overthrow him. 


But Jabulani Nxumalo denied they were plotting to 
overthrow the monarch. “The king is being misinformed 
on the objectives of our demands. As a result I cannot 
blame the king for what he said on Saturday [27 
January] when he declared war against us,” Nxumalo 
said. 


The SFTU leaders said they were fully aware of the plot 
against their lives. — Last year Sithole was kidnapped 
near the Ezulwini valley on his way to Mbabane by 
men armed with AK-47 assault rifles who forced him 
into the boot of his car. He was taken to an unknown 
spot where he was assaulted, but later released. 


There was a strong suspicion within the SFTU that 
police were responsible for the kidnapping. But this 
was publicly denied by a Royal Swaziland Police 
spokesman, Spt Khisimusi Ndlovu. 


— Ndlovu this week also denied that police had been 
instructed to assassinate Sithole and the other SFTU 
leaders. 


But a semor police officer who was present when the 
weapons were found on the two policemen by SFTU 


This report may contain copynghted maternal. Copying and dissernination 
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marshals confirmed that they were police property. 
[passage omitted] 


— Meanwhile, Prince Mbilini Dlamini’s future as 
premier of Swaziland is said to be hanging in the 
balance. 


Sources close to the Swazi royalty told CITY PRESS 
that King Mswati IIl, who was against the appointment 
of Mbilini, is likely to summon the Swazi nation to the 
main Ludzidzini royal residence, where he is expected 
to announce ‘.e appointment of a new prime minister. 


The sources said Mbilini had been recommended for the 
premiership by King Mswati’s mother, Queen Ntombi. 


Swaziland: Government Concerned About Planned 
19 Feb Strike 


MB0602140696 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 6 Feb 96 p 1, 2 


[Report by Sibusiso Mngadi] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Government has expressed 
concern about the threatened mass stayaway in two 
weeks time, noting that it will completely destroy the 
little that remained of the country’s economy after the 
recent week-long stay away. 


Minister for Labour and Public Service, Mr Albert 
Shabangu said yesterday that even a 30-minute strike 
would be undesirable because it would cause irreparable 
harm to the economy. 


He was reacting to a resolution by the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) to embark on 
another mass stay-away after two weeks. 


In the resolution taken at a meeting of SFTU principals 
in Manzini, the federation also suspended all negotia- 
tions with government following a ban of a scheduled 
mass meeting on Sunday |4 February]. 


Minister Shabangu said the government is prepared to 
resolve all matters with the workers organisation at the 
negotiation table. 


"I have seen in the press that they say they won't come 
to the table, but I am hoping that we shall meet and talk 
about that. We can even talk about the fact that they 
don’t want to talk,” he said. 


He added that the government was still working on 
means to ensure that the talks finally take place. 


Ever since the stay-away was suspended by the SFTU 
last week Monday [29 January], both parties have failed 
to meet for talks. 
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Both government and the SFTU have been blaming each 
other for the failure to meet, accusing each other of 
running away from the negouation table. 


Mr Shabangu said ‘t was a pity that the two parties failed 
to meet for the whole of |ast week, especially because 
there are new issues on the agenda. He appealed for 
an early start of the talks so that the issues are quickly 
resolved before another catastrophe. 


Mr Shabangu also denied that the SFTU needs a 
mandate from the masses to come to the negotiation 
table. He said the SFTU has other avenues of conducting 
meetings where they can get a mandate. 


He said in terms of the law, the SFTU is allowed to 
meet with the representatives of their affiliate unions 
rather than the masses. 


Zambia 


Zambia: Three Independent Newspaper Editors 
Arrested 


AB0602113196 Paris AFP in English 
1127 GMT 06 Feb 96 


[By Regina Jere] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} LUSAKA, Feb 6 (AFP) — 
Police on Tuesday arrested three editors of Zambia's 
leading independent daily, THE POST, and charged 
them with possessing prohibited documents, police said, 
in the latest run-in between the paper and officialdom. 


The arrests came after the government ordered the with- 
drawal of the paper's Monday edition from newstands 
after declaring the issue a prohibited publication. 


Editor-in-Chief Fred Mmembe, Managing Editor Bright 
Mwape and Special Projects Editor Masautso Phiri were 
due to appear in court on Tuesday afternoon. They 
also face charges of criminal defamation for libelling 
President Frederick Chiluba and some of his ministers. 


Opposition parties have condemned the move, seen as 
the final step toward banning the newspaper which 
has repeatedly condemned the government over issues 
of good governance, corruption, drug trafficking and 
immorality. 


No official reason was given for banning Monday's 
edition of The Post, which led with a story that the 
government is secretly planning to hold a referendum 
in March to ask people to endorse a draft constitution 
condemned by opposition leaders including former 
president Kenneth Kaunda whom it technically bars 
from standing for presidency. 


Pet bebe ep apes eee 
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Post staff told AFP that the police last night conducted 
long searches at both the Post premises and the homes 
of the three editors. 


Malimba Masheke, chairmai oi: Kaunda’s United Na- 
tional Independence Party (UNIP) described the gov- 
ernment action as “absolutely outrageous’. 


"The people must just go, they cannot have it both 
ways... they wanted democracy, but now they want to 
muzzle the press,” he said. 


The Post has in the past annoyed Chiiuba, a self- 
proclaimed born-again Christian, to such an extent that 
he has gone iio prayer and fasting over the paper's 
reports, State House aides say. 


In recent months, the Post has claimed that Chiluba 
- who supports the draft constitution’s proposal to 
disqualify presidential candidates with foreign parentage 
- was himsei/ born in Zaire of Zairean parents. 


The newspaper has also claimed the Zambian leader 
forged a high school certificate to obtain employment 
and that he has a Zairean lover with whom he has a 
12-year-old daughter. It has also accused him of having 
an affair with his private secretary. 


Its reports on corruption and drug-dealing contributed 
to the forced resignation over two years ago of three 
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cabinet ministers. Up until now, the government has 
not made known the result of investigations into their 
involvement in illicit drugs. 


Zambia: Armed Police Raid Offices of THE POST 
Newspaper 


MB0602181296 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 6 Feb 96 


{FBiS Transcribed Text] Armed Zambian police dis- 
rupted operations at a Lusaka newspaper last night af- 
ter the government banned its Monday edition. The re- 
port said the police searched THE POST offices and the 
homes of three editors for 10 hours and retrieved a cam- 
paign document of the ruling Movement for Muluparty 
Democracy. 


A government statement yesterday banned the Monday 
edition of the independent daily and ordered copies to 
be withdrawn from the street. In today’s edition of THE 
POST, three of the four news pages had no editorial 
material and carried prominent explanations instead. 
Police declined to comment on the raid, and there was 
no immediate comments from the government on the 
reason for the ban. 
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Burkina Faso 
Burkina Faso: President Issues Decree Terminating 
Prime Minister’s Duties 
AB0602 194096 Ouagadougou Radiodiffusion 
Nationale du Burkina Radio in French 
1900 GMT 6 Feb 96 


{Decree issued by Burkinabe President Blaise Compaore 
in Ouagadougou on 6 February] 


(FBIS Translated Text} Here is Presidential Decree No. 
96/038/Pres terminating the duties of the prime minister: 
The president of Burkina Faso, chairman of the Council 
of Ministers, considering the Constitution; considering 
Decree No.94/121/Pres of 20 March 1994 appointing the 
prime minister; considering Decree No. 95/226/Pres/PM 
of 11 June 1995 on the reshuffle of the Burkina Faso 
Government; and considering Mr. Roch Marc Christian 
Kabore’s resignation letter dated 6 February, decrees: 


Article 1. Mr. Roch Marc Christian Kabore’s duties as 
prime minister have been terminated. 


Article 2. In compliance with Article 69 of the Con- 
stitution, the members of the government will assume 
routine duties of the ministerial departments until a new 
government is formed. 


Article 3. The present decree will be published in the 
Burkina Faso official gazette. 


Burkina Faso: Central Bank Official Appointed 
New Prime Minister 


LD0602220796 Paris Radio France International 
in French 2130 GMT 6 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Kadre Desire Ouedraogo 
[name as received] has been appointed the new prime 
minister of Burkina Faso. He succeeds Roch Marc 
Christian Kabore whose resignation was announced this 
afternoon. 


Before his appointment, the new prime minister was 
deputy governor of the central bank. As for the outgoing 
prime minister, he is close to the head of state and has 
been a member of every government in the last six years. 


[passage omitted] 


Ghana 
Ghana: Papers Disagree With Moves To Amend 
Constitution 
ABOS02171296 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT S$ Feb 96 
(FBIS Summary} THE GHANAIAN CHRONICLE and 
THE PIONEER disagree with moves being made by the 
government to cause the amendment of some aspects of 
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the Constitution. THE GHANAIAN CHRONICLE says 
“some of the arguments for the proposed amendmen! 
had been raised and defeated in the consultative assem- 
bly.” 


ThE GHANAIAN CHRONICLE is particularly con- 
cerned about the proposed amendment to allow chiefs 
to take active part in politics. It points out that “mem- 
bers of the police service, Armed Forces, the judiciary, 
civil service, and parliamentary service are also debarred 
from entering Parliament and wonders why a special 
case is being made for chiefs.” 


THE PIONEER says “it is dangerous to take away some 
of the functions of the vice president.” It say. tat “to 
make the vice president less powerful than a cabinet 
minister is demeaning.” 


Ghana: Two More Papers View Proposed 
Amendment of Constitution 


AB0602141796 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 6 Feb 96 


([FBIS Summary] THE GHANAIAN TIMES comments 
on the proposed amendment of the 1992 Constitution, 
seeking clarification on a statement made on 2 February 
by the Alliance for Change that it would be “a gross 
violation of democratic accountability for Parliament to 
unilaterally amend the Constitution.” The paper makes 
it clear that “there is nothing undemocratic if the 
amendment of the Constitution follows the procedure 
spelled out by the Constitution itself.” 


THE GUIDE says the acting attorney general who called 
for the amendment seems to forget that the consutution 
of any democratic state seems to maintain a balance 
of power, so as to prevent its abuse. The paper adds 
that “it is a dangerous development tor the government 
to proceed to amend the Constitution in the face of 
perceived or imaginary problems, particularly the kind 
of problem associated with the Arkaah-Rawlings saga.” 


The paper advises the advocates of the amendment “to 
rather mend their ways and control their tempers instead 
of tampering with the Constitution.” 


Ghana: Rawlings Receives Niger Envoy, Nigerian 
Foreign Minister 

AB0602092896 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 

0600 GMT 6 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The president, Flight Lieu- 
tenant Jerry John Rawlings, has received a special mes- 
sage from the new leader of Niger, Colonel Ibrahim 
Barre Mainassara. It was delivered by a member of the 


. 
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ruling National Salvation Council, Lieutenant Colonel 
Jibo Tahirou, at the Castle, Osu. For the story, Tei 
Kitcher: 


{Begin Kitcher recording} Lt. Col. Jibo Tahirou's mis- 
sion to Ghana was to brief President Rawlings on events 
that led to the military takeover in Niger on 27 Jan- 
uary. In a chat with newsmen after briefing the pres- 
ident, the Niger ambassador to Ghana, Mr. (Oumarou 
Youssoufou), who accompanied Lt. Col. Tahirou to the 
Castle, said the coup was not staged to rid the country of 
a corrupt government, but rather to put an end to bick- 
ering between the then president of Niger, Mahamane 
Ousmane and the prime minister Amadou Hama. 


According to Mr. (Youssoufou), the political stalemate, 
the result of an unworkable constitution, was affect- 
ing the socioeconomic development of the country. He 
noted that the situation which prevailed then brought 
to the fore the flaws in importing foreign ideas, which 
might not be conducive to Africa's political environ- 
ment. Mr. (Youssoufou) said one unique thing about 
the changeover in Niger is that both the former presi- 
dent and the prime minister have publicly acknowledged 
the constitutional crisis that led to the coup. 


Mr. (Youssouffou) said the two men, who were de- 
tained after the coup, have been released and have been 
consulting regularly with the military leaders. He said 
a forum of 300 people has been created to examine 
the Niger Constitution and identify what needs to be 
changed or improved to eliminate political bickering 
among the country’s future leadership. Mr. (Youssouf- 
fou) said the Niger delegation appreciated the discus- 
sions it had with President Rawlings, describing them 
as very refreshing. 


Briefing newsmen on the discussions, the deputy minis- 
ter of foreign affairs, Dr. Mohamed Ibn Chambas, said 
President Rawlings was happy that the takeover in Niger 
was peaceful and that the ousted leaders have acknowl- 
edged the constitutional crisis that led to the coup. He 
said the president was however concerned with the atti- 
tude and response of the international community to the 
takeover, and hoped it would reexamine its position on 
Niger. 

Also at the Castle was a Nigerian delegation led by the 
foreign minister, Mr. Tom Ikimi, with a special message 
from Gen. Sani Abacha to President Rawlings. [end 
recording} 


Speaking to newsmen before departure from Accra, 
Chief Tom [kimi said the program to return Nigeria 
to constitutional rule is on course and irreversible. He 
said the program is acceptable to the people <ad would 
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be reviewed every quarter until elections are held in 
October 1998. 


Commenting on plans by the international community 
to impose sanctions on Nigerian oil exports, the foreign 
minister said Nigeria has not been hostile to any 
nation, neither is it a threat to any power, therefore 
the question of sanctions is uncalled for. On the 
suspension of Nigeria from the Commonwealth, Chief 
Ikimi said Nigeria has been a responsible member of 
the Commonwealth, and that the Commonwealth would 
have to look into the decision since Nigeria has played 
its part in seeking peace in Africa. 


Chief [kimi said apart from the need for constant con- 
sultations with Ghana as ECOWAS [Economic Commu- 
nity of West African States} chairman, the two countries 
have many areas of cooperation. He was seen off by the 
minister of foreign affairs, Dr. Asamoah, and the act- 
ing Nigerian high commissioner to Ghana, Mr. Kennedy 


Apo. 
Guinea 


Guinea: Army Warns of Retaliation if Coup 
Soldiers Arrested 

AB0602144496 Paris AFP in English 

1429 GMT 6 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Tianscribed Text} Conakry, Feb 6 (AFP) — 
The Guinean government on Tuesday ordered provincial 
authorities to arrest soldiers involved in a weekend 
rebellion, sources said. 


The interior ministry ordered these officials to detain 
“suspicious vehicles” that may have been involved in 
the uprising. 


The order, which was not made public, applies mainly to 
authorities in the province of N’Zerekore, on the border 
with Liberia and Ivory Coast, the sources said. 


Observers said the interior ministry decision appeared 
to contradict commitments made by President Lansana 
Conte, when he struck a five-point accord at the 
weekend with soldiers who staged their bloody mutiny 
over pay and promotion. 


Interviewed Monday about the possibility of punishing 
those responsible for the rebellion, Conte said it was not 
for him to decide, “but for the democratic institutions 
to carry out their work”. 


He added: “I know how they are, but I will not say 
anything about their identity to avoid giving them the 
uume to disappear.” 
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According to several sources, a Certain number of rebel 
soldiers who plundered shops during the weekend rebel- 
lion and took part in the destruction of the presidential 
palace have not returned to barracks and are still armed. 


Meanwhile, a menacing tract was circulating around 
the capital warning: “Let everyone be aware that, in 
case of arrests or reprisals, the entire army will retaliate 
energetically.” 


Hospital staff on Monday said the weekend uprising had 
claimed some S90 lives and left about 100 people injured, 
many of them civilians Caught in crossfire. 


Guinea: Interior Minister Denies Ordering Arrest 
of ‘Mutineers’ 

AB0702141696 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 7 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] A precarious calm currently 
reigns in Conakry, where the interior minister has 
reportedly ordered provincial authorities to arrest those 
who participated in last week's mutiny. Alseny Gomez 
reportedly considers that the mutineers participated in 
an abortive coup d’etat and must therefore be punished. 
Francois-Luc Moukouangui reports: 


[Begin Moukouangui recording] After the indulgence 
leading to the surrender of the mutineers, firmness seems 
to have taken the upper hand in Conakry, According to 
observers on the scene, Alseny Gomez seems to be a 
lone ranger in his crusade against the mutineers — or 
better, the coup plotters — to borrow his own words. 


Last week, after the red alert, President Conte was rather 
vague over the fate of the rebel soldiers, considering that 
it is up to the democratic institutions to do their work. 
According to the same observers, the interior minister's 
decision once again reflects the sordid rivalry between 
the minister, the regime's virtual number two man, and 
the soldiers. At any rate, as one would say, there is 
tension in the air in Conakry. 


In a tract, the Army warns the government against 
reprisals against those who participated in last week's 
uprising. According to the communique signed by the 
Army, quote, in the event of an arrest or reprisal, it is 
the whole army which will react, unquote. This warning 
comes at a time when, according to various sources, four 
officers who participated in the mutiny were arrested 
yesterday. 


A veiled anger is perceptible among civilians due 
to shortages of goods and the hundreds of wounded 
civihans. This is to say, Guinea has not finished binding 
its wounds and your guess is as good as mine. [end 
recording] 
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That was Francois-Luc Moukouangui. We note that 
Interior Minister Alseny Gomez has just denied or- 
dering provincial authorities to arrest perpetrators of 
last week’s mutiny. He spoke to Mohamed Yessoufou 
Saliou: 


[Begin recording} [Gomez] I deny categorically the 
information, simply because the interior minister sees to 
security and police problems. This problem is a military 
one and comes under another authority. What is certain 
is that the head of state himself, in his speech, said 
that a lot of items have been stolen. Retailers have 
heen robbed and vehicles taken away. Naturally, in my 
Capacity as interior minister | gave instructions that no 
stolen vehicle be allowed to cross the border. I think 
that falls perfecuy within my competence. 


[Saliou]) You have never given instructions for the 
mutineers to be arrested? 


[Gomez] If they have to be arrested, | inform you that 
that is not within my competence. I have told you and 
that is how it is. [ends recording] 


Guinea: Families of Soldiers Complain of Arrests 
Following Mutiny 

AB0602170796 London BBC World Service 

in English 1505 GMT 6 Feb 96 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] One of the keys to the resolu- 
tion of last weekend's army mutiny in Guinea was the 
promise of an amnesty for the soldiers involved. Presi- 
dent Conie also promised to deliver on their demand for 
a pay rise, but they won't get the cash until the end of 
the month. Later, 1t emerged that some senior officers 
may have taken advantage of the uprising to try to stage 
a coup and now, although the authorities in Conakry are 
denying it, some of their relatives are [words indistinct] 
arrests. On the line, William Wallace asked our Conakry 
reporter, Foday Fofana, who as far as he knew had been 
picked up: 


{Begin recording] [Fofana} Family sources told me 
this morning that Commander Kade Doumbouya — 
Kade Doumbouya, we have to remember that two 
years ago when President Lansana Conte was at the 
OAU summit in Tunis, was arrested with other senior 
officers for commandeenng a coup. Apart from him, 
according to my sources, Commander Mamadou Bale 
has also been arrested and my sources told me that 
he has been transferred to the military barracks at 
Farana, that 1s over 300 km away. Another name 
featuring highly among the officers arrested is Captain 
Yaya Sow. Capt. Yaya Sow is normally with the 
Guinean contingent in the Sierra Leone ECOMOG 
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[Economic Community of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group}. There is Captain Nabe and 
Commander Gbhagbo Zoumanigui, widely thought to 
have been seen ordering the shelling of the Presidential 
Palace on Saturday [3 February] morning. 


{Wallace} So why, apart from the last man you men- 
tioned, why have these men in particular been arrested, 
do you think? 


{Fofana] Wel!, the general feeling is that these were the 
people who were behind the uprising and, according to 
our information, these arrests were made very cleverly, 
very secretively, and so far, hardly anybody apar 
from the immediate families of parents of the people 
concerned are [word indistinct] because they have not 
seen them from yesterday from 7 o'clock yesterday 
morning. 


[Wallace] Are there any other people under arrest? 


{[Fofana] Yes, as far as we know, there are about 20 
people under house arrest. 


[Wallace] You say that family members of the officers 
and soldiers concerned have told you this information. 
Has there been any confirmation of it from the authori- 
ties” 

(Fofana] Well, I've just spoken to a very senior military 
officer and adviser to the head of state who told me look, 
we have not arrested anybody. If these people have not 
gone back home, it is because they are at large and if 
they are at large it is because they know they have done 
something, they are guilty cf something and this is why 
they are at large, but I repzat to you the officer told me 
that we have not arrested anyone. 


[Wallace] So the head of state has an interest in making 
this very secret because of the guarantee thal you say 
may have been given to the mutiieers that no one would 
be pursued or arrested. 


{Fofana] Yes, he has every reason to make this very 
secret because what we saw.... [pauses] the Lansana 
Conte we saw was never the Lansana Conte we used 
to know. He is in a very, very weak position now. | 
mean his advisers are forcing him to do something so 
that something like this could never be repeated, but | 
think he may be playing with fire. 


{Wallace} And up until now have any opposition 
politicians given any kind of reaction to the goings-on 
of last weekend? 


{Fofana} Unfortunately not. All of them have been very, 
very silent. They say look, this is a military affair. There 
is an extraordinary session of the National Assembly 
that has been convened for 3 p.m. today. | have 
reasons to believe that opposition politicians, opposition 
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parliamentarians may not turn up because .hey fear that 
they are being connected with the attempted coup and 
they may be arrested if they turn up. [end recording] 


Guinea: President Receives Sympathy Messages in 
Wake of Mutiny 


AB0702095096 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale de 
la Republique de Guinee in French 
1945 GMT 7 6 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translatec Text) Messages continue to pour in 
for President Lansana Conte following the events which 
took place in Conakry last weekend. The numerous 
messages received include one from the French Foreign 
Ministry spokesman. Here are the contents: 


France rejoices over the return to calm in Conakry 
and salutes the statesmanlike qualities of the president, 
who through dialogue, has preserved peace in his 
country. France reaffirms its attachment to Guinea's 
constitutional institutions and assures the president, 
Government, and people of Guinea of its sympathy and 
support in the wake of the difficulties they have happily 
surmounted. 


A second message reads: Mr. President, in the wake of 
the hard times you have just been through, allow me 
to salute the qualities you demonstrated in preserving 
peace in your country. | am happy that the dialogue you 
initiated has brought peace to Guinea. While reaffirming 
France's attachment to Guinea's institutions, I wish to 
assure you of my support and sympathy for yourself and 
the people of Guinea. 


I seize this opportunity to confirm my visit to Guinea 
as soon as possible. Please accept the assurance of my 
highest consideration. 


Signed: Jacques Godfrain. 
Niger 


Niger: Mainassara Interviewed on Role of 
‘Explanation’ Missions 

ABO0702081196 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 6 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) In Niger, the new regime 
has undertaken an explanation campaign following the 
military coup d'etat that ousted the democratically 
elected president, Mahamane Ousmane, and his prime 
minister, Hama Amadou. It will be recalled that the two 
men had serious cohabitation problems. The Niamey 
authorities have sent to France a delegation which was 
receive ' today at the French Foreign Ministry. It must 
be recalled that France immediately decided to suspend 
every financial aid to Niger following the coup. What is 
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the significance of the various missions sent to Africa 
and elsewhere by the new strongman of Niger? Here 
is Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara’s answer. He was 
interviewed by Mohamed Yessoufou Saliou: 


[Begin Mainassara recording} These missions, which are 
information missions, are aimed al explaining the situ- 
ation in Niger, a situation which led to the takeover by 
soldiers. Certainly, we are not expecting the coup to be 
applauded, or are we asking the international commu- 
nity to give the National Salvation Council full points 
for the action. We are not unaware of the fact that our 
act will be opposed or even condemned. It is the sever- 
ity of this condemnation that we are seeking to decrease. 
So these explanation missions to the heads of state are 
meant to solicit greater understanding of the situation in 
Niger so that the interests of the Niger people can be 
placed first. With the situation prevailing in the country, 
the international community should realize that Niger's 
interests must be placed first and that the interests of the 
population must be prioritized. The international com- 
munity should not condemn the event more than the 
Niger people themselves, the overwhelming majority of 
whom welcomed the takeover by soldiers. [end record- 
ing} 


Niger: Democratic Revival Front Separatists Killed 
in Dirkou 6 Feb 


ABO702110896 Paris AFP in English 
1104 GMT 07 Feb 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text} Niamey, Feb 07 (AFP) — 
Twelve people were killed and cight wounded when 
separatist rebels using heavy weapons launched an 
attack in northeast Niger, the defence ministry said here 
Wednesday. 


The artillery and mortar attack by rebels of the Demo- 
cratic Revival Front (FDR), an underground separatist 
movement formed a year ago by youths of Toubou, Arab 
and Kanouri ethnic groups, took place on Tuesday after- 
noon in Dirkou, |,300 kilometers (800 miles) northeast 
of the capital, Niamey, according to the defence min- 
istry statement. 


Four of the eight wounded are seriously injured, it said. 


According to provisional casualty figures, 11 of the dead 
were rebels and the other a soldier. 


The army seized “large amounts” of arms and ammuni- 
tion belonging to the rebels, said the statement, which 
added the attack caused serious damage to Dirkou. 


The army's counter-attack forced the rebels to retreat, 
it said. 
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Led by one Barka Wardougou, the attackers also looted 
Dirkou village and a military base. 


"The situation is under control, Calm has returned to 
Dirkou,” it said, adding that a search for the attackers 
was being conducted. 


The statement said the attack took place “at a ume when 
all of Niger is trying to pull itself together and when the 
president of the National Salvation Council is engaged 
in direct dialogue with all armed rebel elements with a 
view to bringing about overall and definitive peace’. 


“The Ministry of Defence reaffirms its determination to 
assure peace and social calm across the entire country, 
it said, going on to call “all the population to be more 
vigilant.” 


The attack comes ten days after the military coup that 
toppled president Mahamane Ousmane and led to the 
creation of a junta led by former chief of staff Colonel 
Ibrahim Mainassara. 


The FDR emerged in the extreme southeast of Niger in 
1994 shortly before the authorities signed a deal with 
Tuareg rebels, which would grant their community a 
degree of autonomy. 


The FDR wants autonomy in two western regions, 
Kawar and Manga, and for several months has sought 
to be included in various peace talks between different 
rebels and the government. 


Niger: World Bank Envoy Meets Premier Aji, 
Comment. on Program 


AB0602184096 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 6 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Prime Minister Boukary Aji 
received in audience (Abdou! Haj), the World Bank 
representative in Niger this morning. Let us listen to 
the representative talking to our correspondent after the 
audience: 

[Begin (Haj) recording) The main purpose of my 
meeting with the prime minister was to get to know 
him and take stock of the relations between Niger and 
the Bretton Woods instituuons — namely, the World 
Bank and the IMF. I discussed many issues with him 
as well as the the main points of the message that | 
delivered to him. I think that is what you also wanted 
to know. 


The main thing I did was to remind him — although 
he knew it — that the World Bank is a non-political 
organization. It does not do politics. Niger World Bank 
relations concern only development problems. We are a 
bank that works for development, and that is whal we 
want to remain. 
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Of course, there exists the issue of present relations 
between the Bretton Woods insutuuons and Niger. 
1 think that the prime minister is aware that the 
negotiations between the government and the IMF have 
made progress. However, there are sull two essential 
points to clarify. The new authorities should say whether 
they support or not the program previously adopted, 
because (?it would be another problem) if the new 
government does not adhere to it. The other point is 
that the program adopted does not concern Niger and 
the World Bank only, because it was also supported 
by the international community. | think that we should 
continue in the same direction, because the country will 
need again the international community's support for 
the program. I also think that the prime minister is well 
aware of the situation. Anyway, (?from now on), we 
will closely monitor the situation. [end recording) 


Nigeria 
Nigeria: Hostility Confirmed With Cameroonians in 
Bakassi 
ABO702090596 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 7 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} The military authorities 
have confirmed the outbreak of hostilities between 
Cameroon and Nigerian soldiers in the Bakassi Penin- 
sula. The assistant director of defense information, 
Colonel Boiden Ughbo, said the fighting erupted last Sat- 
urday (3 February] when Cameroonian soldiers shelled 
the Nigerian positions. Col. Ugbo said that the attack 
persisted for about four hours, leaving the Nigerian 
troops with no option than to fight back and defend 
themselves. Col. Ugbo confirmed that there were casu- 
alties on the two sides, including some civilians. 


Meanwhile, 19 Nigerians are receiving treatment at the 
Calabar General Hospital following renewed attack by 
the Cameroonian gendarmes of the Bakassi Peninsula. 
The Cross River State administrator, Group Captain 
Gregory Agboroni, yesterday paid a visit to the hospital. 
Okokum Okpaya was there: 


{Begin Okpaya recording] Speaking during the visit, 
Group Capt. Agboneni described the renewed attack by 
the Cameroonian gendarmes as very unfortunate. The 
administrator observed during the visit that the vicums 
sustained various degrees of injuries, from gunshots 
and macheie cuts. He appealed to the authority of the 
hospital to pay more attention to the health of the 
victims to ensure their quick recovery. Group Capt. 
Ogboneni pledged that the state government will fr 
the medical expenses incurred by the victims. 


Conducting the administrator around the hospital, the 
chief medical superintendent, Dr. Esu Oyehika, said that 
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the hospital admitted 14 men and 5 females brought 
from the Bakassi Peninsula in various catastrophic 
conditions. Dr. Oyehika said that the hospital was 
making use of available facilities to restore the health 
condition of the victims. He appealed for adequate 
subventions to equip the hospital to enable it to cope 
with high demand of medical services. [end recording] 


Nigeria: High Commissioner Resumes Duties in 
United Kingdom 


AB0602185096 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 6 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Nigeria's high commissi ner 
to Britain, Alhaji Abubakar Alhaji, has returned to Lon- 
don to resume duties. Alhaji Abubakar was recalled for 
consultation with the Federal Government in November 
last year following a similar diplomatic posture by some 
foreign countries. 


Some European countries, including the United States 
and Canada, as well as South Africa, had recalled heads 
of their diplomatic missions in Nigeria in reaction to the 
execution of nine Ogoni indigens who were found guilty 
of murder. 


Nigeria: Burkinabe Official Denies Passports Issued 
to Opposition 

AB0602121096 Libreville Africa No. ] in French 
1830 GMT 5 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text} Once again, Nigeria has pointed 
accusing fingers at Burkina Faso. Abuja contends that 
Quagadougou has issued Burkinabe diplomatic pass- 
ports to Nigerian opposition elements in order to launch 
a destabilization campaign against Nigeria. General Sani 
Abacha considers this action as interference by Burk- 
ina Faso in Nigeria's domestic affairs. However, OQua- 
gadougou has been swift in reacting to these accusa- 
tions. In a statement to Tunde Fatunde in Lagos, Firmin 
Ndo, Burkina charge d'affaires to Nigeria, has strongly 
denied Nigeria's accusations: 

[Begin Ndo recording] Burkina expresses its total as- 
tonishment following the announcement of this serious 
but baseless accusation. It is very serious, especially be- 
Cause it was announced by Nigerian national television, 
which was unable to disclose the source of its false in- 
formation. In this regard, on 30 January our foreign af- 
fairs minister, His Excellency Mr. Ablasse Quedraogo, 
summoned Nigeria's ambassador to Burkina Faso to 
register the amazement and deep regret of the Burk- 
inabe Government following the current campaign of 
calumny by the Nigerian press against our country. 


The Nigerian ambassador acknowledged that the so- 
called revelations made on Nigeria's national television 
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did in no way reflect Burkina’s real attitude toward 
Nigeria, and therefore constitute a sterile assertion. He 
promised to ask his government to simply refute this 
information. At this point, | would like to reassure the 
brotherly people of Nigeria that Burkina Faso will never 
be implicated in adventures that undermine the stability 
of a brotherly country. (end recording) 


Nigeria: Commentary on Need for Improved Air 
Safety Measures 


AB0602223796 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 6 Feb 96 


(Commentary by Pius Egbohun] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Recent events within the 
aviation industry show that the nation’s air safety record 
is being seriously undermined through air accidents. The 
frequency of these accidents is becoming a source of 
concern not only to air travelers but also to government, 
which provides the basic navigational aids necessary 
to ensure safety. For instance in 1993, only three air 
accidents were recorded in the country. The figure 
jumps to seven the following year. Last year however 
witnessed the highest number of air accidents in the 
country. In all, there were 15 accidents wiih some of 
them claiming several lives. This means that within a 
period of only three years, the country recorded a total 
of 25 accidents. 


According to available statistics, Murtala Muhammed 
Airport, which is the nation’s main gateway, recorded 
the highest number of air accidents with Port Harcourt 
in the last three years. [sentence as heard] The two 
airports recorded four mishaps each. This is followed 
by Kaduna Airport with three accidents, while Enugu 
Airport had two. Mallam Aminu Kano Airport, Sokoto 
and Abuja Airports recorded an accident each. From 
these statistics, it is clear that no part of the country has 
been totally free from air disasters. Aviation experts are 
not comfortable with this trend, and the question some 
of them are asking is: What is responsible for the sudden 
increase in the number of air mishaps? 


Some observers have attributed the increase to the par- 
tial deregulation of the aviation industry, which encour- 
aged more private participation. For instance, while it 
was only the national airline and two private operators 
that were involved in domestic flight operations about 
15 years ago, today, there are over 135 airlines within 
the sector. The unfortunate thing about this astronomi- 
cal increase is that there has not been any corresponding 
increase in the number of equij ment used for navigation 
and landing. This, in essence. means that existing facil- 
ities must have been unduly stretched in order to cater 
for the increased flight operations. This again must have 
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been responsible for the frequent breakdown of aviauion 
equipment. Happily, the newly created Federal Airports 
Authority of Nigeria has pledged to rehabilitate all bro- 
ken down facilities. It is hoped that the authority will 
match its words with action. 


Another area where the authority needs to urgently look 
into is the allegation that some cabin crew, including 
pilots, are flying in excess of the approved hours in 
order to generate more revenue. This attitude should be 
discouraged because of the inherent danger involved. 
An overstretched pilot is a threat to safety no matter 
his experience. After all, over 85 percent of the world 
air accidents have been attributed to human factors. 
Nigeria, with 20 major airports, is no doubt a major 
aviation industry. This position is further enhanced by 
the increasing number of foreign airlines which are 
patronizing the airports on a daily basis. Aviation has 
become so sophisticated that certain things can no 
longer be taken for granted. In this connection, the 
government has to hasten action on the proposed total 
radar coverage of the entire airspace. Similar efforts 
should also be made to (?hasten) the completion of the 
satellite Communication project being sponsored by the 
European Union. Through this project, communications 
systems in all the nation’s airports are expected to be 
computerized to enhance better reception. 


Air safety is strategic to the development, well-being, 
and even security of the nation. This point even came 
out vividly in the unfortunate incident last month, in 
which 14 persons, including the eldest son of the 
head of state, died in a presidential plane crash. The 
question of security becomes more relevant in view of 
the reckless outburst of an obviously demented group 
claiming responsibility for the crash of the presidential 
aircraft. Government probe into the tragedy should show 
what to make of this unfortunate claim, but one has 
not forgotten the hijack of a Nigerian aircraft to Niger 
Republic in 1993. All these indicate that solution to air 
mishap in the country should not be seen only in the 
context of providing the necessary aviation facilities. 
Security at the airports must be tightened to eliminate 
completely the activities of touts and other miscreants. 
The level of development in the country requires not 
only an efficient aviation industry but a safe one too 


Sierra Leone 


Sterra Leone: New Leader Bio on Elections 
Prospects 


AB0602094696 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 6 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} There still seems to be some 
doubts about whether the presidential and parliamentary 
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elections, planned for Sierra Leone later this month, 
would actually go ahead. The United Nations fears that 
a delay might force donor nations to reduce the level 
of assistance to the country, but there are calls within 
Sierra Leone for elections to be postponed until peace is 
restored. So, what will the new head of state, Brigadier 
Julius Maada Bio, decide? Veronique Edwards caught 
up with him in Burkina Faso and asked him whether 
elections would go ahead. 


(Begin recording) (Bio) The date, as a matter of fact, 
was set by a consultative conference which met last 
year, and | would want to respect the views of our 
people by not taking a unilateral decision to choose that 
date. So as far as preparations concerning the elections is 
{as heard) concerned in Sierra Leone, we have the INEC 
(Independent National Electoral Commission), which is 
the agency that deals with that, and they are doing 
everything possible to make sure that it is possible. 


{Edwards} And so, what exactly are you going to 
say to the civilians in Sierra Leone who've gone 
through....[pauses] This is the second military leader 
they are having? Just or how are you going to be 


different from your predecessor? 


{Bio} I mean, it’s the same government. We told our 
people exactly that we came to salvage the situation, and 
as a result we are convinced that our former leader was 
deviating from that line of action. He was entertaining 
an ambition which was contrary to what we had vowed 
to tell the nation. So I do not have any new message 
for my people. I only told them that if he was going 
to stay, he was going to sort of take actions that were 
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going to derail the whole electoral process, and we've 
been able to prove that to our people. [end recording) 


Togo 


Togo: President Asks Nigeria, Cameroon To 
Withdraw Troops From Bakassi 
AB0602224796 Lome Radio Lome in French 
1900 GMT 6 Feb 96 


(Communique issued by the Presidency on the con- 
flict over the Bakassi Peninsula between Nigeria and 
Cameroon, in Lome on 6 February] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) On 3 February, clashes took 
place between the Nigerian and Cameroonian forces 
stationed in the Baks**' Peninsula, claiming several 
victims on both sides __ is clash took place after more 
than a one year lull. Togolese President Gnassignbe 
Eyadema personally contributed to the efforts of finding 
a peaceful solution to this conflict. [passage omitted] 


This renewed tension which we hope is just an isolated 
case, must come to an end quickly. Also, the president 
of the Republic of Togo urgently appeals to the two 
brotherly countries to completely withdraw their troops 
from the peninsula and refrain from all acts capable of 
worsening the situation on the ground. While waiting 
for the verdict of the International Court of Justice, to 
which the two countries have lodged complaints, it is 
necessary that Nigeria and Cameroon take to the path of 
dialogue and consultations, as they have always done, 
to settle their differences peacefully. 
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